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EDITCRIAL.

I feel that this Editorianl should contain some sort of Christmos message,
but as I write ( mid=December ) it iis uncertein whether this /issue will reach
you before 1956s For in 8pite of my appeal for material in the last Newsletter,
only a pitiful trickle hes ocome ine In fact it looks as if the NewBlettor is
folding up for goode It Scom8 extraordinary that in an active club of eighty
members, of whom twenty or thirty are climbing somewhere every weekend, there
should be too fow people interested-in telling:othors about their activitises to
keep in circulation even such a modest publigation as thise That, however, is
the sadi truth,

But although this may well be my last Editorinl, I feel disposed to put
such gloomy thoughts behind me. = Christmcs is in the airs + It is a happy scocson,
and it is of one of ‘the happiest Christrmases that I propose to write. I spont
thot Christmes in North Wales with Phil Folknor and one:Arthur Tubby,in the days
before either Phil eor I had heard of the Oread = and probubly before you had, for
the Oread wos then only one year olde

Tha day I anm thinking of started very ordinarily, almost depressinglye. The
three of us walked over into Cwm Idwal beneoth a heavy skye Deep snow loy every-
where, and the Llyn dppeared inky black by oomtraste ' The Slabs were.smoothly
blonketed with soft snow fraa top to bottom, so we looked higher for a climb and
eventually docided on the Cneifion Aretes - -Wo met with no difficulties on the
woy, bub the c¢limbing wos energetic and exhilarating, and wo arrived at the top in
a cheorful moode' The Glyders wore wrapped in mist, so we turned ‘down the Gribin
and raced ‘one another ‘on the descent, stopping near the bottom for some horseplay
with snowballs.

Then we noticed-that the clouds were breaking, patchos of bluec showed here
ond there, with grect shafts of sunlight moking brilliont.sploshes on the snow=
clad hills. - We looked up ot the Glyderss Along the edge of tho platecu a
sunlit cornice gleomed in simple purity cguinst o blue skye It was ono of the
loveliest sights a mountoinger could wish for, and Phil and I at once set -off
back up the ridge, Arthur boing dispaotched to the camp to prepore our meals

We reached the top in an hour or so, therc being ne difficulties en route, and
found the effort well worth makings  The clouds had nearly disappeared and the
sumnit was bathed in glorious sunshinos  The Snowdon group was also’'in sunshine
and ‘looked t00 beautiful to be truee Cortoinly I have scen few more magnificent
sights, even in the Alps. Tryfen was shining like o magic castle built of icing
sugar, oand oven the Carnedds, usually unintereosting to look at, were radiant with
o wintry splendours

The sun sank as we tramped aeross to Glyder Fach, and the snow underfoot
changed from sporkling diamonds.to burnished golde At tho summit we turned for
a last look at Snowdon, now o purple silhouette behind which. floated firc=haloed
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tatters of olouds Tho descent of Bristly Ridge was tricky onough to be . .
interesting, and a8 we ren down the lest fow yords to Bwlch Tryfan we felt
that it hod been & full daye But it wos not yot overe

The sun was Setting os we went down into Cwm Bochlwyde Tho wesdorn wall
of tho owm was hidden in luminous purplo shadow; the little lake waus coveied
with derkly glistoning ico; beyond it the West Face of Tryfan, now flushel a
doep rose~pink, flung its fairy turrets cgainst en indigo skys. Alcng the Nank
Ffranocon, the wostern snowfields were 6 dolicate greon, whilo those cn tao
eastern s8ids decpened friom orange to pink as'we watchode And for oway to the
ncrthy boyond it all, gleamed & thin bright line of sea, fading, fading cwey
into an infinity of golden promisce ; tqe ! ‘ DsGoCa
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THE DINNER MEET, KOV 12,1955 ¢ascsissasessesesesonsosby OLIVER JONESs

"Bless this Louse, oh Lord, we pray,
Keep itsafe by nizght and day."

: These lines, sung with en appealing tremolo by the staff of theDavoz.ishirf'a
Arms , Baslow, greetod the members end guestswho gathered for the annual “invasicn
of these August preainctse A dimmer was provided which was well up %o ‘stagda_:-d
. and wine played from tho fountains round all publio statuoss [ Oretory, official
and otherwise, also flowed apaces Herry Protty told us how he was clacted
Prosident while dissecting @ penguin, then road a lotter from Brazile .R.G.
Pottigrow, in-proposing the heakth,of the guosts, insultod only half thoir
numbers ~ Is he slipping? ~ Or did:one of ‘them sock him lest yoar ? e made
up for it, however, by insulting moro than the usual number of Orendse  ALL
Bridge, in his reply, proved to be 9 veritablo gold=mine of ;legend and ..
trodition where the osriy history of mounteincoring is oonccrngdes ~ Showell
Styles proposed the hoalth of ‘the Orcad Mountdineering Club and perpotratad,
the most shocking pun of this or eny othor conturye ~Tho roply, by Pote Jones,
achiovod tho ultimate in that brovity which is tho soul of wite - OehAsJones
elso spokos .

There was a cortain amount of music, of various kinds, and a danco Was
hold, competontly MaCe'd by Stan Mooros - Quito tho most fascinating glimpso
of the cvening was that of tho Prosident's wife, looking like & terrior houling
at somobody 's trousers, trying to drag a gigantie red-haired figure ‘from tho
hall = a symbolic end to'a joyful occoasione |

On the following day, Birchen's Edge and the slave market at Add'%s £baba
gould ‘not bo told aperte Haughty Grend Viziers and Caliphs strodg hithor and
yon, jerking thoir female slaves along thom ot tho onds of ropese - Irafglzar
Wall wes lod by Don Rich of the Barnsloy Ms Ce followed 'by Ria I{Jggott of tho
Pinmaoclo, and a number of Cave and Crag typese Donnis ‘Hammond led Yardarm
duite brilliantly - tho only one ablo to follow hinm boing thc_? ?arnsaloy WeCo
ropreséntatives , When Alison Harper and Ria Loggolt zot up Sail Gnmoy,rguito
s rush developod and within tho noxt minute tho chimey veritably bulgc‘;d w1’fh
Cavo-and=Crag, Rock-and=Foll, and Barnsley, all nixod upe It was_rommdfux of
tho occasion whon tho Dorbyshire foxhounds: inecluded o lone foralo in tho pack =
end the fox come in fifthd A glorious weekond, with kindly woathore
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WHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID = I3 WHAT TO TAKEsseseesesessseesby GEORGE SUTTON.

BOOTS ¢ "The soles should project at loast half an inch all round boyond tho
uppers whon tho boots arc first madoaesess” :

= Quotation from "Badminton", by Claude Bonsone

ALPENSTOCKs  "iWhorofor tho fellpolo should still be held with tho point above and
bohind onoe Tho sccond motion, assisted by & vigorous effort ¢t recovory, may
be forwardse Whereforo tho foellpole should still be hcld behind, lsst haply it
nix itsclf up with your leogs and trip yous A whito eross near the foot of
Flootwith Piko cormonorates a fotal accidont that happoned to a young girl
precisely in this wayes Sho was running down thw slope with her pole hsld
incorroctly in frout of her, pitchod ovor it, and with great violence over saome
low orags on to hor heade"

= Fron "British Mountaineoring", by Claude Bonsone

GARTERS ¢  "The klmd ‘most goncrally worn is ono which covers the upper surface of
the foot and is kept in placo by a chain pessing under tho instopeesssssl have
used two piccos of Gorman silver watch chainsesseeeitis wisc to tako some spare
chain in case of mishap, and wirocutters will be found uscful for cutting it

into proper lengths."

= From "Mounta incoring", by Claudo Wilsone

"A box of fuseos or an English pipe aro littlo things much prized by & guide,
and some odd onecs may be taken 6s presonts." = from'Mountaincoring®, by Claude
Wilsons

"inothor timo I should certainly carry a lizht woodon charpoi (bedatead),"
= from "Climbing in tho Himalayes", by lartin Conway. -

"s to icc=axos I always advoccto a combination of my own invention, vize
8 6 fte 3 ine osh shaft, shod like &n clpenstock, while at tho top is fixed an
orcinary ladios' ico axo hoad of the Swiss pattcrns This Borves as an alponstock,
ico axo, tont polo at nighte Tho top scrows off at tho .axo hoad, and I can scrow
in a big spoar hoad, which will finish off a bear, walrus or soal, This hoad,
and o looso harpoon hoad, I carry in & loathor casc ot my belte" = from"Arotic
Equipment", by JeRusscll=Joffrosone

I must warn new mwmbers that thoy adopt tho abovo suggcstions ontiroly at
thoir own risk, though thorc may bo somo use for tho last-namod in an gneounter
with tho Rochcs yake

SR, ST

ODD ODEe

If it's camping you'd go,
There's a tale you should kmow,
A tale of our old friend John Wolbourne

Ho oeme to his tent,
But found it was ront,
Lind said that all womon aro hellborne
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CORRES PONDEXNCE

Daar Titor,

Knowing full well how dearly you have the welfare of the Oread at heart,
I must bring a serious situation to your notices An underground movement has
developed within the Club during recent wecks, its fell object being no other
then the fostering and ensouragemont of the vice of CAVING amongst. the COreadas
In short the disciples of Norbert Casteret are in our mids3s, traitors within
the citadol of mountaineerings Are we to become a society of moles, trolls
and troglodytes ? Is the Odi.Ce to boocomo 0sCoBlsaCs 7 I gincercly hope nobe

I suggest that an emergency should be declared, an Anti-Caving Comithge
(0«AeCoCa immediately comstituted,; ond members of the Cilub found guilly of
CAVING surmarily expolleds  Zoyal mémbers of tho Club should keep a sharp watch
for caving suspects, and promptly denounce them to the Ceiesl.Ce The following
list of caving characteristics may prove usefuls

1, Odd headgeoars Helmots (minors ', orash, ox~WeDs, with visors, etcs)
Headlemps (anything reminiscent of Dr. Kildere in the darkroom)s

2s Boiler suits, not generally reocognisable as such owing t0 the genoral
petrifaction, outer casing of clay and nameless subterranean filths

3¢ Tho possgosion of digging implements, spades, picks, shovols, mattocks,
crowbars otce Of rocent years, diving suits, laddors, pneumatic drilils,
explosives and collapsible boats have all beoen quite in order among the tyrose
Anyone carrying an underground tramline about should be fairly casy 1o spote

4s A tendonoy to prefer the dark, walk on all fours = .. ‘wvvl o uier due™
or grovel in the dirt at the slightest provocationes

Incidentally I'm opening & fighting fund to promote anti=caving propagandae
Sand)oontributims tos The Treasuror, 10l Lenton Boulevard, Nottinghams Thank
yous

Beford closing 'this lotter ond a8 & brief illustration of tho degradation
to which cavers can sink, I quote the follawing incidentss

A woll=kmown Oread has beon sending his Corgi dog shedd of him down perilous
tumels in Derbyshire (Ithought Lord Shoftesbury hod eradicated these ovils in
the nineteenth century)e

Tho wife and small childron of another Oread werae Secn waiting noar the
ontrance to & cave (as at the pit-heoad in a nining disaster), waiting for the
roscue party to bring out "Waddy", inoxtricably jermed in & tunnele

Enough, I forbear to harrow you with further enormiticss The remedy lies
in our own hands: Lot our motto be, "Above board, above ground” (not too far
abovo ground, plosse) - snd don't forget the fighting funde

Yours,
Claustrophobin,
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(I am sure that all right-minded Oreads will be grateful to our correspond=-

ent for bringing this grave matter to the notice of the Club. However, I
cannot help thinking that his (or her) list of caving characteristics should be
used with the greatest caree A member wearing & helmet, for instance, may be
merely one of the poorer members, iec. those unable to afford a car and thus
forced to endure -tho rigours of travelling by motor-cycles He may bo quite
innocent of the dreadful offence of which he might bo suspscteds Similarly a

person wearing a boiler=-suit mey heave been redocorating his house or cleaning
out a cellar; those carrying digging implements mey bo on their way to Bryn=y=liorn
with only the noblest of intentions; thosc ermed with pneunmatic drills end
explosives may be about to pionser the first Grade VIII rock climbs A tendonecy
to prefer the dark is a common feature inyoung mountainecors, especially anong
pairs of opposite sexe Walking on all fours or grovelling in the dirt may be
nothing more serious than the rosult of oo enthusiastic celebration of a good
day 's mountaineerings No, these arc not infallible symptoms of the disensge
We must look for more subtle points of recognition = the unhealthy pallor caused
by prolonged periods underground: the enlargement of tho pupils duo to continuous
straining to see in the dark; the ;juilty stowing away in rucksacks of piles of
wot and muddy clothings; the tendency for the face of the patient to light up at
the mention of words liko, "syphon" and "eavern" - though the formor may be
aasociated in his nind with the word "Scotoch" and the latter may be taken for
"tavern"s ° Caution as well as ruthlessness is a sine gua non of the anti-cavere
Iot us bewore of lMeCarthyism in any of its formse = Ede)
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TWO PQ‘H‘ﬂSdo‘aiaanaaoncoo.o.o‘ooo-;’-a-l!l'ocolaoono-to.GOOOJUpcby JIM KERSHAW.

IET'S BE MCRBID. MILD AﬁD BITTER »

From my youth , Quiet the sea now,

climbing weekend has followed weekend, calm from the rain, -

Easters and Whitsuntides without
nunber ,

languid waves ceressing the shore,
the lonely tent on the green turf
88 it was in times boforoe

We are at peace now

lulled in the twilight

dresming of islends

and hills to the Northe

Seasons in the Alpse

I surveyed with pride
my collection of surmits
my mounteineering scalpse

And now
tho dream has faded The  Islonds and Highlands
the magic lake sunk in the arid sandse O never agnin,
I am suddenly old, the biting of midges,
clutching the dust of fairy gold the incessant rain,
in withered handse the monotonous diot,
the long chilly night,
e desert for drinkers
with no pubs in sight.
I dream of thoe fleshpots
of heapod roaring fires
of featherbeds and armchairs,
and curse the liars
who lurcd me hithers
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- IROFILEs RAY HANDIEY (lmown to his best encmies as "Wing=-nut™)esseeby ANCH.

How lRai Handloy came to be inoluded in the rank!a, of tho climbing fratornity
is shrouded in mysterys It has beon said, however, thgt soveral members of
tho Valkyrio Club woro poking about at Black Rocks 4a the late nineteen-fortios,

and heppening to turn ovor & wet stone, ReHs popped oute

V™ ——

This was followed by 2 neteoriec rise to fame, and heo is now a Comittaee
nmember of the MeAdis However, a8 a result of his rooent visit to the Lake
Distriot on the "Everest weekend™, ho was unable %o oxtond his spheore of sooial
comections beyond the Sherpass

As o result of soveral visits to the Alps, he is now able to identify, on
sight, photographs of nost of the Chamonix Aiguilles (no mean achiovement)and
hes a nodding acquaintanco with the Valais and tho Dolomitose This yoar he
achioved his orowning ambition = to be benighted on an Alpino peakd

 He oonsiders himself to bs the scoond=best colour photographer in tho world
(ho admits that there might bs o bLotter ono somowhored)e

Ho wes at -ono time regardod by the second-hond car detlers in southern
Derbyshire as one of the main sources of their subsistonce - a different wehicle

every six months.

Since his recent visit to the Heute Savole he is, without doubt, the perfect
oxanplo of the well-dressed ¢lirbing gentlomdn (no ‘connection ‘with Tissington),

Ho hes in his timo lod notable olimbs, including some first as'gbnta in
Wales and, we beligve, in Cornwall, and has froely disbursed his technique at
White Hall, giving yeoman servico on latlock Training College weekendse

During the past two or three winters he has attemﬁted the gentllo art of
skiings It has been well said that he presents o porfoct sitting torgets

Altogether thon, Ray is ono of tho best, but tho best what, wo have never
been able to discovers d
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Pete Janes got engaged at 1230 aame on the morning after the dimmer,
Peul Morris ha s beon engaged for some time but has kept it dark = no doubt he
raided the funds to buy the rings Congratulations = but do tell us about the
wedding, won't you ?

TAILPIECE? Beryl ond I were on holiday in North Wales, we had an off dey and ( %
went up to Llandudno for a dinner and dancee Knowing that we should be late bac<, "
wo had made arrangements for the back door at PeyeGe to be loft opon for uss i{ '

When we returned the inevitable had ocourred, Chris had forgotten to leave it
unlockede We went round the house trying all the doors and finally found a woak
link in the defonces in tho shave of en open windows Beryl is narrower in the
beam than I am so we deoided that she should olimb throughe Sho olimbed on to the
window lodge and pecred through the windows Then with tho skill of & born clirbcr
she jumped back to the grounde "I can't go in thore," sho said," it's the Gentsi”
- Roger Turnore (Interosting question - how did sho kmow ? = Ede)



