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I feel that this Editoriill should oontain scme sort of Christmas message,
but as I write (mid-Deoember )' it is unoertain whether this issue will reaoh
you before 1956.' For In, spite of my appeal.tO%' material! in'the last Newsletter.
only a pitiful trickle has oetne in. In foot it looke as if the NeV/clottor ic
folding up for good. It seoms extraordinary that in an activo olub of eighty
members, of whom twenty or thirty are olimbing sotlewhore every weekend, there
should be too fow people interested, in telling others .:,bout their aotivities to
keep in ciroulation even euch a modest publiG£ltion as this. That, however, is
the socii truth.

But althOUgh this may V/ell bo rry lest Editorial, I feel disposed to put
such gloomy thoughts bohind mo. Christmas is in the air. It is a happy soason,
and it is of one of the happiost Christmases that I propose to m:ite, I spont
that Christmas in North Weles with Phil FCllknor and one Ar,thur TUbby',in the days
before either Phil or I had heard of tho Oread - and probably befoz:e you had, for.
the Oread was then only one' year old.

The day I am thinking of started vevy ordinarily., almost depressingly. The
three of us wol:ked aver into Cwm Idwal'benoath a heavy~sky. Deep Snow lay overy
where, £Ind the Llyn appeared, inky black by' contraS't.' ThEt Slabs were smoothly
blanketed with soft snow frCJ:i top to bottcm,. so Vie looked higher for a olinb and
eventually docided on the-Cneifion Arete ••,We met with no difficulties on the
way, but the climbing wos energetic and exhilarating, and we arrived at the top in
a cheerful mo'od. The Glyders were wrapped in mist~ so.we turned down the Gribin
and raced one another on;.the descent, stopping near the bottcm for Sotle horseplcy
with snowballs. '

.Then we noticed ,tho'll the" clouds were breaking, patchos' of blue showod here
and there, with great .shc1'ts of sunlight mc1<:ing brilliant splaShes on the snow
olad hills., We looked up at the Glyders. Along tho odge of the plateau a
sunlit cornice'Gleamed 'in sinple purity against a blue sllY. It was' one of the
loveliest sights a mountaineer could wish for,Jand Phil and I at once set off
back up the ridge, Arthur boing dispatched to the Cal.1p to prepare our meal.

, . ,
We reaohed' the top in an hour or so, thoro being nEl difficulties en route, and

found tho effort well worth Llllking. The olouds had nearly disappeared and the
summit was bathed in glorious-sunshino. The Snowdon ,group was also"in sunshine

and 'looked too beautiful to be true. Certainly I have soon few more magnifioent
sights, eVen in the Alps. Tryfc.n waS shining like a magic castle built of icing
sugar, and oven the Carnedds, usually uninteresting to look at, were radiant with
a wintry splendour.

,
The sun sank as wo tramped across to Glyder Fech, and the sno'll undElrfoot

changed from sparkling diamonds .to burniShed gold. At the summit we turned for
a last Jo,ok at Snowdon, now a purple silhOUette behind which.floated firo-haloed
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THE DINNER MEE'J); NOV. 1211~ ~ by OLI'{ER Jams.
" ~ 1." •.

The sun was setting as we went down into Cwm Bochlwyd. Tho wes:born wall
of tho cVln Vias hidden in lUI:linous purp-lo shndWiI the littlo lako was ceve.·od
with darkly glistening ico; beyond it the Vlest Face of Tryfan, nO'!1 £'l"5he~ a

doep rose-pink, flung its fairy turI'Gts uga~nst an indigo sk-/' Aleng +;1:3 Nant
Ffrancon, the wostern snowfields were a dolicate greon, whilo those en tilQ
ea,stern. sid~ deopenod frcn orange to pink as we watcholio And fer· G\vay to the
nerthj beyond it all, gleOI:led a ttiin bright line 'of sea, fading, fading f:.wny
into an infinity of golden pra:.ise. • • D.C.C.·

"
tatters of cloud. Tho desoent of Bristly Ridge wns tricky
interoeting, and as we J'!In down ~he la!!!. few.yards j;oj3w!c.h
that it had been a full dV.y. But it was not yet over.

--0---

enough to be , •
Tryfan we felt

•
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YIHAT OTHERS HAVE SAID - Is WHAT TO TAKE by GEORGE SUTTON.

Boarss "Tho soleS should projeot at loast half an inoh all round boyond the
uppers whon tho boots aro first made ...... II

- quotation frcm "Bc.dninton", by Claudo Benson.

ALPENSTOCK: "Whorofor tho follpolo should still bo held with tho point abovo and
bohind one. Tho seoond notion, assistod by Cl vigorous effort Lt rooavory, Day
bo forwards. Whereforo tho follpole should still bo hold bohind, lost haply it
nix itself up with your legs and trip you. A whito eross near the foot of
Floetwith Piko oOI:r.lonorates a fatal aooidont that hClpponod to a young girl
preoisely in this way. Sho was running dovlIl thw slope with her polo hold
inoorrootly in front of her,' pit.ohod over it, and with great violonoe over sene
low orags on to hor head."

Thero was "a oortain 'anol,lIlt of musio, ,of vo.·J'.ious,kinds, and n. danoo "fOs
held, oompetontly M.C.'n by Stan Mooro. "u~to tho'most i'~.sOinatwg.glimp~o
of the ovening woe that of tho Prosident's wife, looking IJ.ke a,torrJ.or hauling
at eomobody's trouSe;c.s, trying to drag a gigantl.Q red~h"irod fi~ure fran tho
hall ~ a symbolio ond ~o a jqyful,oooasion••

liAs to ioo-axos I always odvooc.to a oombination of ITJ own invention, viz.
a 6 ft. 3 in. ash shaft, shod liko £.n ulponstook, while at tho top is fixe~ an
ordinary ladios' ioo axo hood of the Swiss pattorn. This sorvos as an alponstook,
ioo axo, tont polo at nisht. Tho top sorows off at tho ·axo hOOd, and loan sorow
in a big spoor head. whioh will finish off a boar, walrus or soal. This hood,
and a looso harpoon hood, I oarry in a loather oaso at ITJ bo It. 1I

- fronllArotio
EquipI:lont ll • by JoRussoll-Joffroson.

"Anothor tiI:lo I should eertainly oarry a light wooden oharpoi (CenfltMn),"
- from "Climbing in tho HiI:laloyas II. by Martin Conway.

- Fron ''British Mountainool'in{;", by Claude Benson.

GJ;RTERS I "Tho kknd most Gonorally worn is ono whioh oovers the upper surfaoo of
tho foot and is kept in plaoo by Cl ohain passinG under tho inetop....... I havo
used two piooos of Gerean silvor wateh ohain ••••••• itis wise to tako some sporo
oha in in oase of mishap, and wiroouttors will bo found usoful for outting it
into pr oper lengths."

- From 'Mounta ineoring ll , by Claudo Wilson.

1~ box of fuseos or an English pipe are littlo things muoh prizod by a guido,
and some odd oneS lJIly be taken as presonts. 1I - frorl'Mountainooring ll , by Claude
Wilson.

Lord, we pray.
and day."

"Bl;ss this house> oh
Keep itsafe hy night

. .
, r

. These lines, sung with an appoalin/!. tremolo by thd staf£ of theDevo~hi!"~
Arms, Baslow,'greetod the ~ambers and guostswh? gathe:od~for the annu~l )nvas~:n
of theBe 'august prea.ina.ts. A dinnorLWlls pt:ovided whJ.oh ;was well up "o.sta,:,:1:_:1
and wine pla;r-ed from the fountains round all pUblio statuos·, Oratory, off.J.c J.!ll
and otherwise also flowod apaoe. Harry Prettyt. told. us pow he was eleoted
President whiie disseoting II penguin, then read a letto1' from Brazil. ,R.G.
Pettigrew, in propos.ing tQE;, hllC.ltb ,of ;the guoats, insult.od pnly hrrlf, thoJ.r
number 4 Is he slipping? Or did"one of ..them sock him last y.ear? He mad"
up for it, however, by 1nsulting.moro than the usual nUlllber pflOreadB. 4lf
Bridge in his reply provod to be Q veritablo gold-mine of legenq and .;,
tradition whore the ~v.rly _history. of 1Q.0untc,inoering is oonoo,nod. Showell
Styles propoaed ·the hoalth of ;the. Oread Yo.untl:lineermg Club and perpo.tratod.
the moat shocking pun of thiQ or any othor c?ntury. The re~ly, by Poto, Janes.
o:ohiovod tho ultimato in thet brovi.ty whiol;>. J.S ..tho. floul of :W1.t. O.A.JoMs
also spoko,

---0--

I must warn new I:IWt:lbers that thoy adopt tho abovo sUGbostions ontiroly at
thoir own risk, though thoro may bo sono uso for tho last-namod in an oncounter
with tho Roohos yak.

) ... ~ ,
On the followine; day, Birohon's Edge and tho slavo markot at Add~S Ababa

oould not bo told apart. llLlughty Gre.nd Viziers and CaliphS str<Ylo h1.thor and
yon, jorking thoir fonale slavos alQlle; thom o.t ~ho onds of r?pos. Trafalgar
Wall WuS lod py Don Rioh of tho Barnslo:,r lAo C.' 1. oll<JWed rby Rl.O u:ggott of tho
Pixlnao le and a n""'lb.er of .Cavo and Crag typos. Donnis Hammpnd .Led ,YarrlarI:J.·
quito brilliantly - the only o.ne able to follow hiI:l bojng tho. ~Ol'ns~oy M;C. ,
representativo. When Alieon Harper and Ria Loggoyt got up,SCJ.l c.n:unnoY,,~uJ.to
a rush developod and within tho next ninuto tho ohJ.I:llley verJ.tE\:blJ bulg?d wJ.~h
Cavo-and~Crag,Rock-and-Foll, and Barns loy , all mixod up. It was, romJ.lldfu~ of
tho oeoasion whon tho Dorbyshiro foxhoU11ds inoluded Cl.lone ferelo J.ll tho paok -
and tho fox oama in fifthJ A gl::.rious weokond, with kindly weather.

ODD ODE.

If it's o=ping you'd go,
There 'a a tale you should knOlY.
A tale of our old friend John Yiolbourn.

Ho 0=0 to his tent,
But found it vms ront,
iUJd said th!lt all wOI:\on aro hellborn.
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CORRESPONDENCE

Dear ThC i tor •

2. Beiler suits, not generally recognisable ns such owing to the general
petrifaction, outer casing of clay and nameless subterranean filth.

I su~gest that an emergency should be declared, an Anti-CaVinG Cmnmittee
(O.A.C,C.) bnmediately consti~".l'bed, and mmbers of the C:"b found gnnty of,
Cl,VING sunmo!'i:y expelled. Loyal members cf the Club a!l0uld keop a sharp watch
fer caving suspects, and promptly dencunce then to the e.A.c.c. The following
list ef caving chElI'acteristics Ti'1J.Y prove useful.

---0---

(I am sure that all right-minded Oreads will be gratefUl to our oorrespond-
ent for bring~g t~is grave matter,to the, notioe of the C~ub. H~ffiver, I
oannot help thinking that his (or her) list of oaving characteristics ShOl110 be
used with the greateiJ>t oare. A member wearing a helmt, for instance,. may be
merely one of the poorer members, i.~, those uno.blo to affor~ a car and thus
forced to endure·tho rigours Of travolling by raotor:oyole.' Ho may bo quite
innooont of the dreadful ,?ffence of whiqh ~e might bosuspected. Sinilarll( ,a
person wearing a boiler-suit ,may -ha've been redecorating his house or cloaning

out a o,?Ual'; thOSe carrying dijgin,g implenent,s mtly bo on tho ir. way to Bryn-y-Viorn
with only the noblest of intentions,; thoso a'rmed with pneunatio qrills and

explosivos raay be about to pioneer the first Grade VII~ r9ck.olimb. A tendoncy
to prefer the dark is a oonmon featuro inyoung·mO\~nta.inoors,espe.cinlly'anong
pairs of opposite sex. Walking on all fours or gr.ove'lling in the dirt msy be
nothin!!i more serious than tho result of; too enthusiastio celobration of a geod
day's mountaineering. No, th,eso eiro not, infallible symptoma of tho disease,'
We must look for more subtle points ,of recognition - the unhealthy palJ:or caused
by prolonged periods uDdergrot1ndJ tho enlaq;emont of tho pupils duo to continuous
straining to Soe in the dark;! tho Cl'ilty stowing away in rucksaoks of pilos of

wet and muddy olothing; tho tendency for the faco of the patient to light up at
the mention of words like, ".\lyphon" and "oavorn" - though tho former may be
ass ociated in his raind with ,the word ''Sc otoh" and tho latter may bo taken for
"tavern"." Caution as woll as ruthlessness is a sine '3-1.lJl non of the anti-oaver.
Let u~ ,beware of MoCarthyism iIi any of its forms. - Ed.)

(miners " crash, ex-W.D., with visors, etc.)
Dr. Kildare in the darkrocm).

Odd headgear. Helmets
(anything reminiscent of, ,

Knowing full Vlell how dearly you have the welfare of the Oread at heart.
I must bring a serious sit~:ation to your notice. An under~ound movement l}as
developed within the Club dU~ing recent weeks, its fell object being no other
than the fostering and er.,,02':',aG<3mnnt of the vice of CAVING amongst the Qrof1d,;
In short the disciples of Nor:10,"i; Costeret ar,f in our mids'), too"itors wJ.~;)nn

the c::.ta:ful of mountainee."ing, Are we to beccme'a society of LWles, tro:;'ls
and troglody:tes? Is the O.U.C. to beccme o.c.&M.c. 7 I Sincerely'hope not.

1.
Head lamps

_I ,

TWO POEMS ••• J ••••••••••••••••••• ; ••••• , ••••• ~ ••••••• ;~ •••••• •by
\... • J. • '. '

3. The possession ef digGing implements, spadeS, picks, shovols, r.Jattocks,
crowbars etc. Of recent years, diVing suits, ladders, pneumatic drills.
EJxplosives and collapSible boats have all been quite in order among the tyros.
Anyone carrying an underground trtlmline about should be fairly easy to spoi,. LET'S BE M<RBID. MILD MID BITTER.

JThl KERSHAW.

Claustr ophob;t~.

4. A tendency to prefer the dark, walk on all fours ".' , ''''') :," el,," .,.,•. ":
or Grovel in the dirt at the slightest provocation.

Incidentally I'm opening a fighting fund to promote anti-caving propa9anda.
Send contributions to' The Treasurer, 101 Lenton Boulevard, Nottingham. \ Thank
you.) ,

.I\. woll-known Oread has been'sending his Corgi dog ahead of him dovm perilolls
tunnels in Derbyshiro (Ithought Lord Shaftesbury had eradicatod theSe ovils in
the nineteenth century).

"

, l
~uiet the Bea now,, , ,
oalm from the rain, . "
langUid waves oaressing the shore;
the lone ly tent on' the green tur f
as it waS in times before.
We aro at peace now
lulled in the' twiligh't'
dr €laming of island s '
and hills to tho North.

The Islands and HighlandS
o neVer again,
the biting of midges I
the inces'sant rain,
the monotonous diot,
the long ohilly night,
a desert for dr ink"".s
with no pubs in sight.
I dream of tho fleshpots
of heaped roar ing fires
of featherbedS and armchairs,
and curSe thEJ liars
who lurod me hither.

•

And now
tho dre~ has faded
the Illllgic lake sunk in the arid sandS.
I am sUdde~ly old,
olutching the dust of fairy gold
in withered hands.

, . .

Frcm my youth "
climbing we'ekend has follow~d weekend,
Easters and Whitsuntides withou:t;

number,
SeaS ons 'in the Alps'.
I surveyed with pride
my ooUect,ion of suninits
my mountaineering soaips."illustration of the degrudation

inoidants~

Befor~ eloSing'this letter and as a' brief
to which caverS can sink, I quote the follewing

The wife and small childron of another Oread were Seen waiting noar the
entranoe to a cavo (as at tho pH-head in a '"lining disaster)" waiting for the
rescue party to bring out HDaddy", inoxtr ica.bly jamed in a tunnol.

Enough, I forbear to harrow you with further enormities. The :-emody Has
in oui- ovm handa. Let oUr motto be, "Abovo board, above ground" (not too fnr
abovo ground, ploa:o) - tlnd don't forget tho fighting funa.

Yours,
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ffiQFILl!i.RAI HAliDLl!iI (known to his best e=ies ns "Wing-nut").....by Alictl.

Hovf ita; Hablle)' enroe to be inoluded in the ranks, of tho ol1I:lbing fratornity
is shrouded in l:l1st"ry. It has beon said, 'howevor ~!'1th£iiJ seyeral I:lembers of
the Vnlk;yrio ClUb woro poktng nbout nt Blaok Rocke f.a the lnto nineteen-fortios,
Ql:IIl ~pponing to turn ovor n wet stone, R.H. popped out.

This was followed by n I:leteorio riee to fntlEl, and ho is nO'if a C=ittee
Jael:lber of the M.A.M. However,' as a result of hie roesnt visit to the lake
Distriot on the "Everest weekend", ho was unable to oxtond hie sphere of sooial
oonneotions beyond the Sher~s.

As a result of severnl visits to the Alps, he is now nble to identify, on
sight, photographs of I:lost of the Chamonix Aiguill". (no I:lenn aohiovel:lent)nnd
has a nodding noqllElintnneo with tOo Valnis and the DolOl:litos. Thie yoar he
aohiovsd his orowning nl:lbition - to, bo benightod on an Alpine penk'.

, He oonsiders himself to bo tho sooonq-best oolour {'hotographor in thO world
(ho adl:l1ts thnt toore might be 0 botter ODe eonowhore~J.

He was nt ODe tiIao regnrded by the seoond-hond cmr doalers in southot'n
DerbyShire 0& one of'the nain souroes -of their subsistonoo - a different vohiole
evory six months.

Sinoe his reoent visit to the Hnute Savoie he is, without dOUbt, the perfeot
oxamplo of the well-dressed cil1J:ibing gentlorozl (no 'oorlneotion 'with Tiss1ngton).

Ho hos in his t1x:lo lod notnble olimbs • inoluding sOl:le first .,Ilsoents in
Wnles nnd, we beliove, in Cornwnll, nnd has froely disbursod his teohnique nt
White Hall, giving yeOl:lnn sorvioo on lJIatlock Trnining Col~ege we?kends.

DlU'ing tho past two or three winters he has nttempted tho gentle art of
skiing. It hns been well said that he presents a perfoot sitting target.

, -: .

Altogether then, Ray is ono of tho best, but tho best whnt, wo hnve never
been l'ble to diScover.

---0-••

Pete Janes got engaged nt 12.30 a .m. on the morning after the dinner.
Peul Morris ha s been engnged for some tiLle but hns kept it dnrk - no doubt he
raided the funds to bUy the ring. Congrntulationa - but do tell us about the
wedding, won 't you ?

TAILPIECE. Beryl aJ?d I were on holiday in North Wales, we had an off day nnd {,,'
went up to Llnndudno for n dinner and danoe. KnCll'ring thnt we should be late bac/.:, "I.

I
we had mnde arrnngements for the back doOr nt P.y.G. to be left opon for us. I:{ ,
When we returned the inevitable had occurred, Chris hnd forgotten to leave it
unlocked. We went round the house trying all the doors and finnlly found a wonk
link in the defenoes in tho sheoo of an open window. Beryl is narr,owor in the
beam than I am so we deoidod that she should olimb through. ShO', olimbed on to the.
window lodge and peored through the window. Then with tho skill of a born olimber
she jumped baok tlo the gr ound. "I enn't go in there, II she snid," it's the Gents i:'
- Roger Turnor. (Interesting question - how did sho know ? - Ed.)


